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   The Lower North Fork Fire coverage will return next week.

   As Colorado endures yet another rampage of behavior by a deranged member of the human race, asking why seems nearly pointless and as senseless as the acts of that person. The Governor of Colorado refused to speak that person’s name, and to this writer, it is appropriate. 

   Ordinary citizens ask God Almighty how can such carnage happen to those going so innocently to a movie premiere, and yes, some will demand to know how could God let it happen to their loved ones who did nothing to deserve the horrors. 

   Growing up in a time and place that did not question God brought a well-founded belief in the natural law of decency and never harming one’s fellow human being to this writer. 

   But, that was a time before today’s movies and video games portraying just such carnage as that inflicted on the movie goers in Aurora. Back then, killing and maiming other human beings was not glorified in movies and videos as it is today; the more violence inflicted, the greater the profit is today’s motivation. 

   To the mentally sane segment of the population even if they do watch movies and videos, their foundational life values keep such in perspective, but to the mentally ill person, such serve as an example and sets ideas in motion. 
   Stronger gun laws are always the solution first espoused after such rampages as occurred in Aurora, but that is a ludicrous excuse, if not a downright cop out, considering the availability of guns illegally. 

   Suspicious levels of activity such as the amount of sales arriving from all the sources should have gotten the attention of someone, somewhere – 6,000 rounds of ammunition is a lot of ammunition anytime, anywhere. Are the materials to booby trap the apartment such typical mail order items as to not draw attention? 
   Then there’s the plain old fellow human being issue. It seems almost inconceivable that fellow workers could work with someone so mentally deranged and not recognize such, or that parents even though a long distance away, would not get suspicious about something being haywire. Funds to purchase the massive amounts of ammunition and explosives to build booby traps had to come from somewhere, doubtfully from this person’s employment. 

   Those who make the movies and videos must shoulder much of the blame for this type of carnage. Yes, America is the land of the free, but does the Constitution give the right to instigate such killing and maiming in the minds of those too weak to resist or lacking the mental ability to distinguish right from wrong?

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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